Helminth immunogenetics: Why bother?
The importance of host genotype as a determinant of protective responses against helminth infection is well established. In contrast, there have been relatively few investigations of the role of helminth genotype, despite the importance accorded to the genetics of other disease-causing organisms. Here, Andrew Read and Mark Viney discuss the reasons for this oversight. They argue that it is not for any compelling empirical reason: there is at least as much evidence that worm genetics affects host protective responsiveness as there is that it does not.